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In answer to repeated enquiries, we will state that the males of but- 
terflies may, in general, be distinguished from the females by a series of 
clasping hooks which protrude from the orifice at the tip of the abdomen ; 
frequently these are effectually concealed by long scales. In a number of 
families the sexes can be determined by the partially undeveloped con- 
dition of the front legs of the male ; collectors also know many species 
by their colors. 

The proposed volume will include a history and description of the 
parasites of butterflies. Dr. Packard has kindly promised his assistance 
in describing these parasites, and examples of every kind, and in large 
numbers are desired. They should be accompanied by specimens of tiie 
species infested, and if possible, by such as show the mode of attack ; 
the fullest observations on the time and manner of attack, and on the 
subsequent life of the insects will be acceptable. All specimens will be 
returned, when desired, by the end of the year. 

Complete lists of the butterflies found in different localities, both in 
New England and the adjacent regions, are wanted, and especially if 
accompanied by careful memoranda of the exact times of the first ap- 
pearance, and of the duration of each species. It will be necessary to 
receive insects from every possible quarter to arrive at a definite knowl- 
edge of their habits. To secure this more effectually, Mr. Scudder will 
name any local collection of butterflies sent to him with notes, at the 
Boston Society of Natural History, about the first of October ; such col- 
lections would be returned before the first of January. For the safety, 
however, of his own collection, and of others entrusted to him, it will 
be necessary to return at once, unnamed, any collection showing traces 
of having been previously attacked by museum pests. 

As stated last month, the amplest credit will be given in the work 
for every item of scientific intelligence received. We urge our readers 
to assist in this undertaking to the extent of their ability. With such 
material aid, the volume cannot fail to supply a need which has long 
•been felt. 

Monograph of the Triohoptekygidjs. — Eev. A. Matthews, Market 
Harborough, England, is preparing an elaborate monograph of -this family 
of Coleoptera. It will be illustrated by dissections of all the genera, 
which Mr. M. has made in a manner heretofore unapproached, and by 
figures of all the species. The style of the work may be somewhat ap- 
preciated by reference to his description and figure of Limulinus para- 
doxus, in the Annals of the Lycenm of Natural History, New York, VIII, 
p. 406, pi. 15. 

Many new species from the United States will be figured and described 
in this work, which will be indispensable to the library of all learned so- 
cieties which cultivate the science of entomology, and to the private libra- 
ries of investigating coleopterologists. 

Persons who desire to subscribe will please order the work through 
any importing bookseller, and send their names to me that I may inform 
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the author what number of copies will be required for this country. The 
price will be £1. 

This monograph will be executed in the best style, and we hope that a 
liberal subscription may be made, to diminish for the author the cost of 
publication. — J. L. Leconte, Philadelphia, Pa. 

Insects Injurious to Forest Trees. — Prof. Ratzburg has published 
a new edition of the " Waldverderber unci ihre Feinde" (Insects, etc., in- 
jurious to Forests, and their Enemies. Berlin, 1869. pp. 457, with plates, 
$4.50 gold).* 

He has also published a new work of great value : "Die Waldverderb- 
niss," etc. Berlin, 1868-'69. 4to, two vols., $17.00 gold, with many 
plates, both zoological and anatomical, representing forest insects. 

It is an interesting fact that in the German forests, since 1867, the Ich- 
neumon enemies (before regularly 10 per cent, in number of the injurious 
insects they prey upon), suddenly became per cent., while the inju- 
rious insects have increased from 40 to 50 per cent. He thus accounts 
by this great decrease in the number of the insect parasites for the very 
great loss of forest trees observed in Germany within the last fifteen 
years. — H. Hagen. 

Review of the Scandinavian Contributions to Natural History 
in 1867-8. (Continued.) Sweden and Finland. By Dr. C. F. Liitken. 
— Many of the scientific men of Sweden have of late years been occupied 
by the examination of the zoological, botanical and geological collections 
brought home to Stockholm by the various exploring expeditions to 
Spitzberg, executed with admirable skill, energy and endurance, by sev- 
eral of the youngest Swedish and Finnish naturalists, under the superin- 
tendence of the Royal Swedish Academy, and the special , leading and 
patronage of S. Lov6n, and with liberal grants from the State funds. 
Sweden has generously taken upon itself the task of enriching science 
with a thorough knowledge of this most Arctic country, of its mathe- 
matical and physical geography, geology, terrestrial and marine flora and 
fauna, with the purpose of obtaining in this way a solid base for all the 
important investigations and discussions dependent on a complete knowl- 
edge of Arctic nature. In Malmgren's appendix to the "Report of the 
Swedish expedition to Spitzbergen in 1864," you will find a complete list 
of all the publications relating to the scientific investigations of this 
country. Many of these papers are inserted in the "Proceedings of the 
Swedish Academy," for 1866-68. Among the most important, I must 
first name Dr. Malmgren's Annulata polychceta Spitsbergim, GrOnlandiai, 
Islandim et Scandinavice usque eognita, a most important work, giving 
(with the author's previous work, "Northern Marine Annulata," published 
in the same periodical) a complete synopsis of all the chsetopodous worms 
of our northern seas, with numerous descriptions of new genera and 
species, and many plates. Of like importance is Dr. Smitt's voluminous 
synopsis of the Arctic and boreal Bryozoa, which contains an enormous 

* These works will be imported by the Naturalist's Book Agency at the above prices in gold. 



